
December 13, 2005

Commission's Secretary
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
ATT: CGB room 3-B431
445 12''' Street SW
Washiington, DC 20554

Dear Sir or Madam:

REC-EIVEO &INSPECTED

RE: Request for exemption from DEC 2 3 2005
closed captioning

FCC· MAILROOM

!'.1cAlmont Church of Christ respectfully requests an exemption to the closed captioning
requirements on the bases of undue burden. McAlmont Church of Christ has been airing
television programs under the program name, Answering Voice Ministries, for six and a
halfyears. Our congregation operates in a rural community and television is one of the
most effective ways of keeping our name and ministry out there to encourage, instruct
and recruit new believers. With population and economy flowing to the city the financial
base is dwindling. We are under a great struggle to keep our unique message circulating
via the air waves.

!'.1cAlmont Church of Christ is a 501c3 organization established to preach and teach the
Word of God and minister to citizens in our immediate and extended communities. The
church does not sel1 advertising to fund our program and we do not solicit funds from our
listening and viewing audience. The full burden of this programming rests on the
shoulders ofthe church and its funds received through its regular offerings.

The budget of McAlmont Church of Christ is already strained and several adjustments
have already been made to keep the program on the air. Income has fallen from about
$11000 per week to about $8000 per week. To compensate, we have already cut many
non-essential activities and we cut back on new program production and began to rerun
program to cut costs of original production.

Based on a letter from the FOX station on which our program is aired, the closed caption
requirements would increase our cost of airing television programs by about 25 percent
(22.2 % to be exact). Ifwe have to obtain new equipment it would increase it even more.
Currently, our air time costs us $450 per program. Closed captioning would increase that
by $100 per program. Such an expense would potentially cripple the church's outreach
ministry. Our program is distributed by McAlmont Church of Christ. It has no outside
sponsor. We have no one to help us fund the program.



Our program offers one alternative that is currently available to our viewers. Viewers
may request a script of the program and these scripts, which are produced in-house, will
be sent in monthly increments in advance ofbroadcasts. We are already offering this
service on our program. The script is called Answering Voice Study Notes. The major
points of the lesson appear on the screen and also Scripture quotations. With program
format and the Study Notes, the viewer can determine what is going 00.

A copy of our 2002, 2003, 2004 and 2005 finance reports show a major cut back in
tclevision expense. We cut down all but one radio program and all but one television
program trying to stay on the air and reach out to our community. Despite all our efforts
the television station passed on an increase in cost of broadcasting the program in 2005.
Additional cost on top of all that would be indeed a burden on our budget. During this
same period we experienced membership exodus to the metropolitan communities, hence
a comparative decline. We need to stay on the air. But the added expense of closed
captioning would be a tremendous burden for us.

Respectfully submitted:
M~pChurch of Christ

7~/c/-j~
Loyd Harris, Minister

Attachments:
SOlc3 letter
Finance reports for 2002,2003, 2004, and 2005



INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
DISTRICT DIRECTOR
401 ~. PEACHTREE ST, ~W

ATLANTA. GA 30365-0000

Ddte:

MCALMON1_8"URC~gF"CrRIST
F' 0 E'o--iJP5n~i,'1 ,C'·5-.'• .. '" ·l·~ .;:.......,.;. .., .'\I!' •."j ,

NORTH LITTLE ROCK. AR 72231

__Dear Applicant:

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURV

Employ~r Ide"tjfic~t~0n Number~

71-0491071
C<iS£o Number:

586055068
C(,ntact Person:

EF'/EO CUSTOMEr, SERVICE UNIT
Contact Telephone Number:

(410) 9b2-6058
Accountlng Period Ending:

NI)Vember 30
Form 990 Required:

No
Add~ndum App! ;~s:

Yes

Based on informat~on suppl ied, and dssuming your opera~!ons Hi I I be as
stated in your appl ication for recognitfoh of exemption, He have determined
you are exempt from federal income t~x under section 501{a) of the Internal
j;~2venue C.)de as an organization d12scrib'2d in s2cti,:;n 501(c) (8) ..

We have further determined that you are not a private foundation Hithin
the meaning of section 509(a) of the Code, because you are an organization
d",scrib~d in s",etic,ns 509(a) (1) .nd 170(b) (1) (A) (;).

If Y(.Jur sources of sUPPIJrt't I)r ':lour pUrpIJSI2:S,'1 cheracter" Qr Inethod of
operation change, pleas~ let us knoH so we can consider the effect of the
change on your exempt status and foundation statu5~ In the case of an amend­
ment tel your l)rganizati(lnal dQcument I)r bylaHs, please send us a Cl)PY 1)f the
amended document or bylaws. Also, vou should inform us of ail changes in your
n6ffiE or address.

As (1f January 1~ 1984, you are liable felr ti:j)~es under th~ Federal
Insurance Contrjbutions Act (social security taxes) on remuneration of $100
or more you pay to each of your employees during a calendar year. This does
not apply, hOHever, if you make or have mad~ a timely el~ction under sect~on

3121(w} of the Code to be exempt from such tax. You are not liable for the tax
i mp(:sed under the Federa I Unt::mp loyment Ta>; Act (FUTA).

Since you are not a private foundation, you are not subj~ct to the excise
t~xes under Chapte~ 42 of the Code. Howev~r~ you are not autom~tical Iy exempt
from other federal excise taxes. If you have any questions dbout excise,
employment, or other federal taxes, ple~se let us know.

Grantors and contributors may rely on this determination unless th~

Internal Revenue Service publ ishes notice to the cDntrary. However, if you
lose your section 509(a) (1) status, a grantor or contributor may not rely
on this determinat10n if he or she Has in part responsible for, or was aware
of, the ~ct or fai lure to act, or th~ substantial OF mat~rial change on the
part of the organization that result~d in your loss of such status, or if he or
she acqulred knowledge th~t the Internal Rev@nue Service had given notice that
y(.u Hc.uld n.) longer be classified as a section 5()9(id (1) organization"

L.tt~r 947 ([iO/CGl

------------- --------
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MCALMONT CHURCH OF CHRIST

Donors may deduct contributlons to you as provided in section 170 of the
Code. Bequests, legac[es, devises, transfers, or gifts to you or for your use
are deductible for federal estate ahd gift tax purposes It they meet the
appl icable provisions of Code sections 2055, 2106, and 2522.

Contribution deductions are allowable to donors only to th~ extent that
their cc<ntributielns are gifts, !--lith TIl) consideration re.ceived .. Ticket pur­
chases and simi lar payments in conjunction with fundraising events may not
nt?Ct;-ssari Iy qual ify as deductible ce,ntr'ibutit)ns, depending on the circum­
stances. See Rev~nue Rul ing 67-246, publ ished in CUMulative Bulletin 1967-2,
on page 104, ~hich sets forth guidel ines regarding the d~ductibi lity, as chari­
table contributions, of payre~nts made by taxpayers for admission to or other
p~rticipatiQn in fundraising activities for charity ..

In the heading I)f this letter He have indicat.ed Hhether '/I)U. lnust fi Ie tQrm
990, Return Qf Organization E}~ernpt Frl)ffi Income Tax. If ?es is indicated, 't'QU

are required to fi Ie Form 990 only if ~'our gross receipts each year are
normal!y Rtore than $25,000. HI)HeVer, jf YI)U receive a F(lrm 990 package in the
mai I, please file the return even if you do not eKceed the gross receipts test.
If you are not required to fi le~ simply attach the labet provided, check the
box in the he~ding to indicate that your annual gro~s receipts are nQrmal Iy
$25,000 or less, and sign the return.

If a return is required, it must ~e fi led by the 15th day of the.fifth
month after the end of your annual accounting period .. A penalty of $10 a day
is charged when a return is fi led late, urtless the-Fe is reast:enable cause for
the delay .. However, the maximum penalty charged cannot exceed $5,000 or 5 per­
cent of your gross receipts for the yeir, whichever is less. This penalty may
a!s,~ be charged if a return is not c:omj.Jlete, SCI please be sure your return is
complete before you file it.

Y:JU are not req u ired b::; f i i co f edera I income tax returns un less 't':>u are
subject to the tax on unrelated business income under section 511 of the Code.
If y,)U are subject to this tax, '1')U must file an income ta}~ return on ForM
990-T, Exempt Organization 8usiness Ince,me Tax Return. In this letter He are
not determining whether any of your present or pt'"op~sed activities are unre­
lated trade or busines~ as defined in section 513 of the Code.

You ne2d an employer identifjcat~on number even if you have no -employees.
If an employer ident~fication number Has not entered on your-application, a
number Hi II be assigned to you and you Hi I I be advised of it .. Pteas~ use that
numb~r on al I returns you fi Ie and in al I correspondence with the Internal
Revenue Service.

This determination is baSed on eVloence that your funds ~re dedicated
to the pl.irp:JSl?S I isted in section 501 (c) (3) ,)f the C>:,de-.. TQ assur:: your
continued exemption, you should keep records to ShOH that funds are expended
only for those purposes.. If you distribute funds to other organizations, your
r~cords should show whether they are exempt under section 501(c) (3). In cases
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MCALMONT CHURCH OF CHRIST

\·lher€' thE' recipient (q~ganizatiJ)n is not e)~eOlpt under- section 501(c) (3), there
should be evidence that the funds wi I i remain dedicated to the required
pUlrpos~s and that they Hil I bE' used for those purposes by the reclp1ent.

If distributions are made to individ~als, case histories regarding. the
recipients should be kept showing names, addresses, purposes of awards, manner
of selection, relationship (if any) to members, officers, trustees or donors of
funds to you, so that any 4nd al! distributions mad~ to individuals can be
substantiated upon request by the Internal Revenue Service. (Revenue Rul ing
56-304, C.B. 1956-2, page 306.)

If He have indicated in the heading of this letter that an addendum
appl ies,:, the :2nclc,sl?G addendum is an integral part of this letter ...

Because this letter CQuid help resofve any questions about your exempt
status and foundation status, you should keep it in your permanent records.

If you have any questjons, please contact the person Whl)Se name and
teJ~phone number are shown in the heading of this letter.

Sincerely yours.

District Director

EnC!OSUie(s):
Addendum

Latter 947 (DO;C6)
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MCALMONT CHURCH OF CHRIST

If your organization conducts fund-raising events such as benefit dinners,
auctions, membership drives~ etc., Hhere something of ~aJu~ is receiv~d in
return for contributions, you can help your donors avoid difficulties with
their income tax returns by assisting them in determining the proper tax
treatment of the-it'" cClntributio'ils. To do. this YI:IU should, in advan.~e.- Clf the­
2vent, determine the fair market value of the benefit receiv~d and state it
in your fund-raising materials such as sol icitations, tickets, and receipts
in such a Hay that your donors can determine heN much is deductible and how
much is not. To assi~~t you in this, thE' Service has issued Publication 1391,
Oeductibi I ity of Payments Made to Charities Conducting Fund-Raising Events.
You may (lbtain copies of Publ icatit)n 1391 from you)" locai IRS Office.
Guidel ines for deductible amounts are also set forth in Revenue Rul ing 67-246,
1967-2 C.B. 104 and Revenue Procedure 90-12. 1990-1 C.B. 471 and Revenue
Procedure 92-49, 1992-26 I.R.B. 18.

You indicate that you Hil I not finance your activities with tax-exempt bonds or
certificates of participation. Therefor~, this determination fetter is based
on the understanding that you wi I I not raise funds through such financing. If
in the futun~ y.)U I-lish to raise funds by either of these methods, you should
request a rul ing from the Internal Revenue Service, Attn: E:EO,
1111 Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20224.



Mc Almont Church of Christ
STATEMENT OF FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
For the Fiscal Year Ended November 30, 2002

PROGRAM SERVICES:

Local Work & Evangelism

Ministers Salary
Minister Emeritus retirement
Elder salary
Secretary salary
Custodian salary
Minister Emeritus'

Life & retirement
insurance

Health insurance
Telephone
Mortgage
Utilities

Water
Gas
Electric

Ministers'
Telephone
Ministers travel
Ministers water utilities
Ministers gas utilities
Ministers electric utilities
Associate minister salary
Radio & TV program

Total local Work & Evangelism

See Accompanying Notes and Accountant's Report.
5

$73,075
36,684

832
20,527

6,786

2,256
4,220
1,020
4,440

331
552

1,237

990
2,712

720
703

2,445
26,000
44,080

S 229,610



MC ALMONT CHURCH OF CHRIST
STATEMENT OF FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
For the Fiscal Year Ended November 30, 2003

PROGRAM SERVICES:

Local Work & Evangelism

Minister's Salary $ 73,143

Minister's Emeritus Retirement 36,684

Secretary Salary 20,533

Minister Emeritus'
Utilities 79

Life Retirement 403

Health Insurance 4,220

Mortgage 4,860

Water 377

Gas 653

Electric 972

Minister's
Utilities 718

Water 515

Gas 950

Electric 1,945

Travel 2,858

Associate Minister's salary 26,014

Radio & TV Program 32,723

Total Local Work & Evangelism $ 207,647

See Accompanying Notes and Accountant's Report.

5



MC ALMONT CHURCH OF CHRIST
STATEMENT OF FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
For the Fiscal Year Ended November 30, 2004

PROGRAM SERVICES:

Local Work & Evangelism

Ministe~sSalary $ 73,076
Ministe~s Emeritus Retirement 36,684
Secretary Salary 23,310
Minister Emeritus'
Util~ies 1,883
Life Retirement 403
Health Insurance 5,065
Mortgage 12,215
Ministe~s

Util~ies 4,055
Travel 4,031
Ministry activ~ies 2,044
Associate Ministe~s salary 29,525
Radio & TV Program 26,632

Total Local Work & Evangelism $ 218,923

See Accompanying Notes and Accountant's Report.

5



McALMONT CHURCH OF CHRIST
STATEMENT OF FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
For the Fiscal Year Ended November 30, 2005

PROGRAM SERVICES:

Local Work & Evangelism

Minister Salary
Minister Emeritus
Secretary Salary

Minister Emeritus'
Utilities
Health Insurance

Minister's
Utilities
Travel

Associate Minister Salary
Radio & TV Program

Total Local Work & Evangelism

Unaudited Report

$73,076
36,684
23,606

2,305
4,643

4,170
3,005

29,900
30,336

$207,725

'--'--


